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The 8th of February 2020 witnessed 
the biggest multicultural cricket 
festival in Tasmania.Season 4 of the 
ICSL -Hurricanes Champions League 
Grand Final was held amidst a festive 
atmosphere at Glenorchy Cricket Club.

The big crowd gathered witnessed a 
great sporting spectacle between top two 
teams fighting for the glory and pride of 
their communities.The atmosphere was  
enhanced by a Hobart Hurricanes clinic 
for kids, Henna art, a golf clinic, turban-
tying, a BBQ, drinks and a DJ playing 
music to gee up the crowd. 

The toss was won by the KLM Kings and 
after initial hiccup Kings recovered and  
posted a respectable total of 125. Chasing 
125  against a formidable bowling line-
up TPS fell short by a few runs.Both the 
teams displayed great cricketing skills 
and were ably led  by Umair. K. Butt 
(KLM kings) and Gagan Virk(TPS). 
 
Both TPS (Tasmanian Punjabi Sports 
Club) & KLM Kings have been top of 
the ladder for whole season in 2019-20, 
however, on the day the KLM Kings 
proved their mental strength and were 
able to defend the small total they had 
set. Cricket is a sport that brings with 
it many psychological challenges and 
demands. As the 2019-20 Hurricanes 
Champions League came to an end with 
a final showdown at Glenorchy Cricket 
club, the players encountered various 
emotions such as fear, anxiety, happiness 
and joy,

The Intercultural Sports League has 
been running for the past four years in 
Tasmania and is supported by Cricket 
Tasmania and Hobart Hurricanes. The 
tournament’s highlight has always been 
the ‘final series’ played under lights at 
the beautiful Glenorchy Cricket Oval. 
The 2019-20 Grand Final started with 
national anthems of Australia , India and 
Pakistan in the presence of the Hon-Elise 
Archer (Attorney General of Tasmania 
& Member of Clark). The Grand Final 
was also attended by Gurinder Sandhu 
(Sydney Thunders & Tasmania Tigers 
) & Clive Rose (Hobart Hurricanes & 
Tasmania Tigers) to cheer the teams and 
meet with  fans.
 
Mohan Kumar & John Paul, co-founders 
of the ICSL thanked all communities 
of Hobart ,as well as  Cricket Tasmania 
, the Hobart Hurricanes , Glenorchy 
Cricket Club and all the sponsors for 
their consistent support and love towards 
the ICSL.

The Intercultural Sports League plans 
to grow the competition and continue 
to provide a platform to enhance  the 
experience for players in the coming 
years.

The Hurricanes Champions League is 
proudly supported by Hobart Hurricanes 
and long term sponsors Annapurna Indian 
Restaurant, Powerstroke Automotive and 
Spice House

Tasmania’s Chinese community 
celebrated the start of the Year of the 
Rat with a big community event on 
the Tasmanian Parliament Lawns in 
Hobart, featuring Chinese dance and 
music performances, kung fu displays, 
food  stalls and a variety of other culture 
activities.
The festival was spread out across the 
whole of the Parliament Lawns and 
was divided into four zones, which 
showcased different aspects of the 
Chinese culture. The Food Zone offered 
a range of different Asian cuisines with 
particular Chinese specialties such as 
bao buns and roast duck dishes attracting 
long lines. 
The Culture Zone featured stalls from 
a variety of local Chinese-related 

organisations such as the Tasmanian 
Chinese School, the Chinese Language 
Teachers Association and the Tasmanian 
Chinese Buddhist Academy, which were 
particularly prominent.
The day included a plethora of 
entertainment, with particular crowd-
pleasers,  including a traditional Chinese 
Lion dance involving spectacular 
acrobatics from performers in lion 
costumes (Pictured). This was followed 
by the colourful Dragon dance and 
an ear-splitting fire cracker display to 
celebrate the start of the Lunar New Year.     
Children from the Jow Ga Tasmania 
Martial Arts Academy of various ages 
also put on eye-catching performances 
of dance, drumming and Shaolin martial 
arts displays, with the Wu Shu Fan 

Happy Year of the Rat !
By Mark Thomson

See page 2 for more 
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routine being a real highlight. 

There was also  a novelty Dragonboat 
race between three teams, which included 
ex-Olympians, whose elite-level skills 
were perhaps not such an advantage in 
this particular race. Teams had to race 
around a short circuit in their dragon 
boats and then complete various tasks at 
the end of each round.  One task was for  
one member, not skilled in calligraphy or 
conversant with Chinese script, to copy 
a Chinese character accurately. Another 
was for the whole team to wolf down 
a Chinese banquet before racing again 
– fortunately plenty of water and sick 
buckets were on hand ! 
In the Chinese Zodiac, 2020 is the Year 
of the Rat. According to traditional 
Chinese belief, those born in this year 
are adaptable, instinctive,  charming and 
sophisticated and good at business, but 
also tend to be stubborn, timid and picky. 

26 January is an opportunity for all 
Australians to come together as a nation 
to celebrate what’s great about Australia 
and the values that unite us. 

Australians can be rightly proud of who 
we are as a nation, and the shared values 
that unite us and underpin our national 
character in good times and bad; 
Respect, equality, freedom, democracy 
and a fair go for all:

Australian citizenship ceremonies 
are an important part of our nation’s 
celebrations and hold special significance 
for conferees and the broader Australian 
community. Traditionally, more people 
become citizens on Australia Day than 
any other day of the year. 

Australia Day 2020 saw a record number 
of people become Australian citizens, 
with more than 27,400 conferees, from 
over 160 nations, scheduled to attend 
one of the 450 ceremonies being held 
across the country. All Australians are 
encouraged to participate in community 
activities that celebrate our national day 
and to share what Australian citizenship 
means to them. 

The City of Hobart held a citizenship 
ceremony and presentation of Citizen, 

Young Citizen and Community Event 
of the Year Awards at the same venue. 
The event was presided over by the 
Lord Mayor of Hobart, Anna Reynolds 
(pictured) . Mr Bhavuk Sakihra who 
migrated with his family from India in 
2014 received Citizenship along with his 
wife and son. 

Australia Day 2020—Citizenship ceremonies in Hobart
Australia Day Awards 2020 recipients

• Citizen of the Year - Ms Kate Kelly, 
for advocating for people with a lived 
experience of homelessness and extreme 
housing stress;

• Young Citizen of the Year - Mr Oliver 

Edwards, for developing the Free On A 
Tree initiative that makes coats available 
for people without a home in the middle 
of winter.

• Community Event of the Year -  Diwali 
2019

Happy Year of the Rat ! Lunar New Year kicks off
Continued from page 1
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Five years ago, Roqieh Abasi was a 
12-year-old woman, who couldn’t 
speak English, had no friends and was 
in a totally foreign environment here in 
Tasmania. 
Today, Roqieh is working towards 
becoming the first police officer in 
Tasmania to wear a hijab, the head 
covering that many Muslim women 
wear. Roqieh is now fluent in English and 
comes across as an ambitious, intelligent 
and determined woman. 
She is a final year student with Hobart 
College and has enrolled in the 
Tasmanian Police school based, “Career 

Development Program”. It is a program 
aimed at Year 12 students from around 
Tasmania who have a keen interest in 
becoming a Police Officer. Roqieh will 
part-take in the four-day program in the 
next school holiday period, during which 
she will live at the Tasmanian Police 
Academy in Rokeby, and experience 
first-hand what police recruit training 
involves. She will also undertake the 
Tasmanian Police fitness testing and 
written examinations and if successful, 
will progress to the next stage of the 
recruitment process and possible 
employment at the completion of her 

year 12 studies. 
Roqieh is excited by this opportunity and 
credits several female role-models from 
the Migrant Resource Centre in Hobart 
for their guidance and encouragement to 
pursue this goal.
“The Migrant Resource Centre has so 
many helpful people. They invited me 
to come to an information session from 
the Tasmania Police about this program. 
One of the Youth workers had a really 
positive influence on me and inspired 
me to pursue this.” That youth worker 
has since moved interstate but Roqieh 
has made many positive relationships 

through the center which has helped to 
build her confidence. 
“Tasmania is now like one big family 
for me. It is easy to stay in contact with 
people here,” Roqieh reflects.  
Roqieh is also thankful to Hobart College 
for supporting her through the processes 
of applying for the school based police 
program. “They helped me a lot with my 
resume and all the paperwork, they have 
been really patient and encouraging too.”
Roqieh is drawn to becoming a police 
officer because she wants to help people 
and it seems like an interesting job with 
lots to learn. She is one of six siblings, 
whom she lives with, along with her 
parents in Moonah. Her siblings are all 
either studying or working in Hobart, 
including one of her sisters who studies 
Nursing with the University of Tasmania. 
Roqieh was born in Iran, and identifies 
as a Muslim Afghanistan woman, where 
her parents are from. Her father is a 
community leader for Hobart’s Afghan 
people. 
In 1917, women in Tasmania began to 
work in the police service, thanks largely 
to Emily Dobson who campaigned 
for the introduction of women police 
officers. She said the appointment of a 
woman police officer would be a “step in 
the right direction”. 
Roqieh is now leading the way in 
Tasmania, for people from diverse 
cultural backgrounds to work in the 
police services. Emily Dobson stated 
that, “women should work with women 
and children.” Afghanistan people 
constitute one of the largest refugee 
community groups in Australia. Police 
services all over Australia would benefit 
from having multicultural male and 
female police officers.

Roqieh Abasi - aiming  to become Tasmania’s first Afghani 
female police officer By Mike Maguire

Kawa Kurdi in POP cafe with the 
Kurdish flag in background

Abu’s diary
The diary of a free spirited Maltese 
Shih Tzu. Adopted daughter to a 
Chinese accounting student and a 
tall hairy social worker - Looks a 
little like a spring onion

Third diary entry:
That cheeky possum queen. She 
stole an extra chicken wing form 
the compost bin yesterday Grrrrrr…
and she is not picking up her phone! 

I thought we had agreed on our 
contract signing a month ago!

Those stinky fat ants.  Annoying 
creatures that creep around my 
water bowl and drown themselves. 
Silly Billy’s! I would happily share my 
water with them, if they didn’t fart 
all over my bowl. I love food that 
most creatures hate, but please, - I 
am sick of stinky ant-fart flavored 
water!

The fires and the smoke, - I don’t 
get it! Todd, that lazy bugger cat, 
from next door reads the human’s 
newspaper every day and reckons, 
there’s too much gassy stuff floating 
around in the air.

Makes sense to me, between stinky 
ant farts and excess gas floating 
around in the air, - I am over-
heating. I always seem to wear too 
much and dress for winter. I am not 
build for heat! Natural or man-
made. Todd reckons there should 
be more cats leading the world. That 
would mean I would be sentenced to 
being stuck on those dog-leads all 
my life and having to watch where 
I poop and pee, because apparently 
Todd just can’t handle the smell. 
Poor little spoilt Todd! Grrrrr

That’s it for now! Signing off…
The views and opinions expressed in the articles are those of authors and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of Diverse Tassie
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Invasion Day or Survival Day rallies 
have grown momentum in recent years 
and concurred with a push to change 
Australia Day to a date considered more 
all-encompassing.

The migrant communities have  little or 
no knowledge of Aboriginal history or 
why rallies were held. 

“For me Australia day is a celebration as 
I received my citizenship on this day” 
said Ajay Singh, who originally migrated 
from India.

There are differing understandings of 
what it means to celebrate on January 26. 
But what’s indisputable is the past origin 
of the date.

Arthur Phillip arrived at Sydney Cove 
and raised the national flag of the United 
Kingdom on January 26, 1788. In doing 
so, he founded the colony of New South 
Wales and, at the same time, commenced 
the dispossession and marginalisation 
of Indigenous people. During this  time, 
many Indigenous people were detached 
from their traditional lands, and stopped 
from practicing their language and 
culture.

Another awkwardness with holding our 
national day on January 26 is that,it is a 
day that positions European settlement 
as the primary source of national identity 

and pride. In doing so, it overlooks more 
than 60,000 years of pre-colonial history 
and 230 years of multicultural migration 
to Australia.

So, what’s the solution? Do we just 
ignore the history and move forward or 
stand as nation with original owners of 
the land no matter where we migrated 
from? If changing the date brings a wave 
of fresh harmony and love through the 
country, why not find an alternative for a 
better future for coming generations.

Australia Day or Invasion Day? 
It depends which side of history you stand on

North Hobart
(03) 6236 9500

305 Elizabeth Street, North Hobart
Lunch Mon – Fri from 12pm

Dinner  7 nights  5-10pm 
 

Salamanca
(03) 6224 0400

93 Salamanca Place, Hobart,
Lunch Fri & Sat from 12pm
Dinner  7 nights from 5pm 

Bellerive
(03) 6251 1818

54 Cambridge Road, Bellerive,
Dinner  7 nights from 5pm

Whether it’s big or small, formal or casual, Annapurna can organise in house 
functions or outside catering for your event. We have a variety of set menus to 

choose from or we can tailor a menu to perfectly suit you and your budget.  
We can also cater for vegetarian, vegan, halal and other dietary requirements.

To enquire about spicing up your event with Annapurna 
contact our Manager directly on 0477 116 888

Tasmanian Aboriginal Elder Jim Everett speaks out 
at the Invasion Day Rally in Hobart on January 26 

attended by thousands of protestors
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Tasmania’s cultural make up has 
experienced some noticeable changes 
in the last few years, with government 
policies and the Tasmanian lifestyle 
luring more and more international 
students and new migrants to Hobart 
and Launceston.  One noticeable change 
has been the increase in the Chinese 
population, which has rapidly become 
Tasmania’s largest non-English speaking 
group over the past deacde. There has 
also been growing business ties and 
Chinese investment interest in Tasmania, 
which has sometimes led to community 
anxiety. 

Despite these growing ties, there 
still seems to be a general lack of 
understanding and knowledge of who 
these Chinese-Tasmanians are, and, 
on the other side, new arrivals from 
China may not always fully appreciate 
or understand the community they are 
living amongst. 

Given all this, I thought it was a good time 
to talk to some long-standing Tasmanian 
residents of Chinese origin, who can offer 
a window onto both cultures, and find 
out a bit about their perspective and what 
it takes for a migrant of Chinese origin to 
make a success of life in Tasmania.
For this, I spoke to local dentist and 
resident of Hobart for over 20 years, Dr 
Tony Tai, and his assistant Anthony, who 
came to Tasmania aged 10 in 1997. 

and adjusted easily to being part of a 
small Chinese community. 

“Australia is similar to the UK, but also 
different. Australians tend to be more 
open”

Dr Tai explained that his educational 
background was a bit different from the 
average migrant from Mainland China, 
having grown up in Hong Kong as a 
British colony. 

“I read a lot of English literature at high 
school, so I became very knowledgeable 
about English culture and literature – 
Shakespeare, Dickens, Austen etc. “
“In Hong Kong at the time, to know 
English was a way to go up in your 
career”

Dr Tai noted that there had been some 
significant changes over his 20-plus 
years here, particularly in the size of the 
local Chinese population.

“Over the years the Chinese community 
has swelled. There are a lot of students 
and migrants from the People’s Republic 
of China”

He sees both positives and negatives in 
this development :
“The positive side is that people from 
China can find company among their 
own group, and so they don’t feel lonely 
and helpless”
“On the other hand, it is very comfortable 
to mix your own and it can be very 
difficult for some to come out of their 

all the information. So, over two decades 
I know ALL the local personalities, all 
the local stories. So when I meet local 
people, we can talk in great depth”

He also suggested that Chinese students, 
in particular, should  seek opportunities 
to house share with locals, or, if living in 
a residence, to take opportunities to get 
to interact with locals so that both sides 
could get to know each other better.

While Dr Tai feels Chinese migrants 
should make more effort to understand 
some aspects of local culture and history, 
he also feels that many locals also get a 
simplified version of China through the 
Australian media, which is not always a 
fair reflection of reality.

“There are some ‘liberal-minded’ people 
feel that their society is being influenced 
by the large influx of Chinese immigrants 
and students”

“But, by and large, Chinese migrants are 
peaceful and friendly”

Although it may be hard to get to know 
another culture and requires a lot of 
motivation from the individual, he 
highlighted the visit of Chinese President 
Xi  and his invitation to a group of local 
schoolchildren to visit China as an 
example of arousing interest in Chinese 
culture among locals, especially young 
people.

“I guarantee you those schoolkids will 
remember that for a long time”

group as a teenager, Anthony got to know 
more local people.

“Back then I spent a lot of time with the 
Buddhist group, so didn’t have a chance 
to meet with many local people, but 
eventually I got to know local people 
through involvement in charitable 
events, such as the Christmas Pageant”

After leaving school. Anthony started 
working at the dental clinic and through 
this he had to interact with locals on a 
regular basis.

“I had a chance to really talk to people. 
At the start, it was hard to know the right 
thing to say, but as  I started to learn 
the customs and style I became more 
confident in interacting”

Of course, since those days the population 
of Hobart has changed quite a bit.

 “Ten years ago, the Chinese population 
was very sparse, so we had to interact 
with locals. Now the Chinese community 
is bigger, so it focuses more on their own 
group”

According to Anthony, there are both 
positive and negative sides to this. On 
the plus side, greater numbers have made 
it possible to organise and hold more 
community events, which weren’t viable 
previously.  On the other hand, there is 
perhaps less interaction with locals, as 
it is now easier to find compatriots to 
speak their own language with.  This 
can sometimes mean that their English 
doesn’t improve and this can limit job 
opportunities, something have always 
been much harder to come by than in 
mainland cities.

I asked Anthony whether he had observed 
any differences in mentality of more 
newly-arrived Chinese than in the past :

“I do notice a lot of new arrivals come 
from Melbourne, so they have a ‘big 
city Chinese’ attitude. They  tend to 
expect more to retain their previous style 
of living. They expect more Chinese-
related services to be available, which is 
gradually developing in Hobart”

So what advice would Anthony pass on 
to newcomers ?

“Chinese or people from any other ethnic 
groups can look for opportunities to talk 
to people and help the community, such 
as volunteering. Also they should learn 
the local talking points by reading local 
news and learning about local history” 

Between Two Worlds – Perspectives from long-term 
Chinese-born residents
by Mark Thomson

Dr Tony Tai

Tony Tai is a Hobart dentist who migrated 
from Hong Kong in 1997.  He had visited 
Tasmania on several occasions before 
and was impressed by its natural beauty, 
but decided to settle here permanently 
mainly because  of a small Buddhist 
group that had been here for some years.
Dr Tai had previously spent 8 years 
as a student in England in the cities 
of Bournemouth, Sunderland and 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, all with very 
small Chinese communities, and so did 
not experience the culture shock of some 

Anthony Tai

Anthony came with his family to Hobart 
at ten years of age from Hong Kong in 
1997, and has spent most of his life in 
Tasmania. His family came here to join a 
Buddhist group founded by their spiritual 
leader, Master Wang.

When Anthony first arrived, the 
Chinese population was small, with few 
international students, and as a fairly shy 
student, he found it hard to adapt to a 
new school and environment. However, 
through his activities with the Buddhist 

comfort zone”
“This makes it much more difficult to pick 
up Australian culture and communicate 
with locals and as a result  take up of 
English language is poor”
 So how could these barriers be overcome 
? While acknowledging how difficult 
it can be to make local friends for an 
outside , Dr Tai offered some advice 
from his own experience of getting to 
know locals :
“I encourage students to read the 
local paper very well, know the local 
personalities”
“I read the paper 2 or 3 times a day, so I get 
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international students to make Hobart 
their home. The representative from 
UTAS, TAS TAFE and other institution 
were also presented to celebrate the 
Ceremony.

EEVS Hobart operations will act as 
the support system for the international 
students residing in Tasmania and 
promote Tasmania more prominently as 
the next education hub. 

The award-winning project, Women’s 
Business, is returning to Hobart in 
2020! There is currently a call out for 
women of any age from diverse cultural 
backgrounds to participate in the project.
Women’s Business began in 2015 as 
a small, Hobart-based event that was 
designed to promote understanding and 
spread awareness about the rich cultural 
diversity of modern Tasmania. Since 
then, over 120 Tasmanian women have 
been involved in shows in Launceston, 
Wynyard, Kingston, Sorell and 5 sold 
out shows in Hobart. 
After a break over 2019, Women’s 
Business is back and is set to present 
shows in May this year. As with previous 
years, it will see a group of women 
from diverse cultural backgrounds come 

together to develop a public show that 
explores and celebrates cultural heritage 
through fashion, dance and storytelling.
Women’s Business is a partnership 
between local not-for-profit organisation 
A Fairer World and anti-racism group, 
Students Against Racism, with support 
from the Multicultural Council of 
Tasmania and funding support from the 
Tasmanian Government.
There will be an information session 
for women of any age who would like 
to be involved as performers at the 
Multicultural Hub (65 Hopkins St, 
Moonah) on Saturday March 28th from 
4:30-5:30pm. For further information 
please contact Emalia on 6223 1025 or 
emalia@afairerworld.org.

Be a part of Women’s Business Tasmania

Expert Education & Visa Services 
(EEVS) inaugurated its 11the Australian 
branch (37th global branch) in Hobart, 
Tasmania yesterday - 3 Feb 2020). The 
business was officially inaugurated by 
the director of the Expert Group Mr 
Badri Aryal. 

The Lord Mayor of Hobart City 
Councillor Anna Reynolds congratulated 
the team and thanked for helping 

New education and visa service
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King Ubu was a popular free event at this 
year’s Mona Foma Festival in Launceston 
set in the natural amphitheatre of Cataract 
Gorge, performed by Tasmania’s 
acclaimed Terrapin Puppet Theatre group 
and various local Launceston performers 
from dance, music and theatre.

Based on an 18th century French satire, 
King Ubu was an unconventional puppet 

show with a strong burlesque flavour, 
updated and adapted with many satirical 
references to local politics and culture.  
The main characters were represented by 
performers in larger-than-life costumes 
who were voiced over by experienced 
actors John Xintavelonis ( popularly 
known as John X ) and Kris McQuaid.
   
The grotesque King and Queen Ubu are 

the pantomime baddies in the story, who 
come to Tasmania to seize the throne 
and become monarchs of the land.  Of 
course, as with all baddies, King Ubu’s 
greed and arrogance lead to his undoing.
 
 The puppets were supplemented by 
a legion of dancers and singers from 
various local groups based in Launceston 
and the performance was punctuated by 

Mona Foma - The Story of King Ubu
By Mark Thomson

a series of original musical numbers 
that entertained the audience.  The show 
made great use of the whole space, 
with one performer appearing on the 
suspension bridge behind the stage area 
and even high above on the lookout over 
the Gorge, adding to what was already 
a great spectacle of a show for the 
audience. 
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The 19th of January was a significant 
day for Tasmania’s Filipino community 
with the Festival of Sinulog/Santo Nino 
celebrated in events in Bridgewater, 
Smithton and Devonport, the 20th time 
the festival has been marked in Tasmania.
Santo Nino is a religious feast held in 
the Philippines on the third Sunday 
of January, while Sinulog is a 9-day 
festival which traditionally follows this, 
both which celebrate the coming of 
Christianity to the Philippines. 

“Santo Nino de Cebu” refers to a wooden 
statue of an infant Jesus Christ that 
was said to have been brought to the 
Philippines by the explorer Ferdinand 
Magellan in 1521. When the Spanish 
returned in 1565 to colonise and 
Christianise the Philippines, they found 
the statue in a wooden box, undamaged, 
despite being found in a burnt-out house. 
A church was built on the site, and the 
statue remains to this day in the Santo 
Nino Basilica. A replica of Santo Nino 
(pictured) was displayed as a part of 
the festivities of Tasmania’s Filipino 

community that took place at St Paul’s 
Catholic church in Bridgewater. 

The St Paul’s Catholic Church in 
Bridgewater has an active Filipino 
congregation and many of these gathered 
for Mass led by Catholic Archbishop 
of Hobart, Julian Porteous. This was 
followed by a community meal with 
traditional Filipino foods, including 
a spit-roast pig known as lechon and 
displays of traditional dancing. The 
Sinulog dance is said to replicate the 
movement of the ocean waves, thus 
symbolising the ebb and flow of everyday 
life.

Tasmania’s Filipino community celebrates Santo Nino/
Sinulog Festival 
By Mark Thomson

In Australia, we typically think of  
Christmas as the 25th of December, 
which is marked with various well-
known traditions.  But within our 
own community there are also other 
traditions, one of which is the Eastern 
Orthodox rite, predominantly practiced 
by the Greek, Russian, Serbian and 
Ethiopian communities in Tasmania.   I 
was able to experience a Christmas 
service at the small Russian Orthodox 
church in Augusta Road, Lenah Valley 
and learn something about the religious 
and cultural traditions connected with 
the Orthodox rite, and also the cultural 
make-up of the congregation.

The church itself, though small, is 
beautifully decorate with paintings 
donated over the years by congregation 
members or from the former Orthodox  
Cathedral in Collingwood, and some 
more traditional icons painted locally 
by an iconographer trained in the 
ancient traditions of Eastern Orthodox 
iconography.  As worshipers enter the 
church, many will go to kiss various icons 
and light a candle or even say a prayer as 
an act of veneration.  The icons generally 
depict Saints, many of whom have a 
reputation for certain things such as for 
dealing with sickness or safe travels , and 
so prayers to these saints may be directed 
at a specific need or purpose.  
Traditionally, the Eastern Orthodox 
services are mainly in Old Church 

Celebrating Christmas in Hobart Russian Orthodox style
By Mark Thomson

Slavonic, a liturgical language 
unchanged for over a thousand years 
and unintelligible to most modern 
congregations.  In the service I attended, 
the liturgy was mostly conducted in 
English, and the Deacon, Father David 
Gould, told me that English is used 
more and more in services.   However, 
many of the traditions and rituals of the 
Eastern Orthodox Christmas service 
have remained unchanged for over 1000 
years and the importance of connecting 
with history and place is something that 
is highly valued.
The church itself was built in 1949 by the 
mainly Russian community at the time, 
most of whom has escaped hardships in 
post-war Europe or who were in the part 
of the Soviet Union which was invaded 

by China in 1949.   Since this time, the 
congregation has changed somewhat, 
with the Russian community now being 
quite small, and the majority being of 
Serbian background.  A Serbian priest 
comes from Melbourne every six weeks 
to serve to congregation, and 3 to 4 
times a year a visiting Russian Orthodox 
priest conducts services.   Some 
specifically Serbian Orthodox traditions 
have been incorporated into Christmas 
celebrations such as the “Blessing of 
the Oak Branches” ( Badnjak), normally 
involving a burning of oak branches on 
the eve before Christmas.
Another Orthodox tradition before 
Christmas is fasting, which involves 
giving up meat and dairy for 40 days, and 
for some the Christmas Eucharist has the 
added significance of representing the 
breaking of the fast.
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The Association of Ukrainians in 
Tasmania proudly honoured the 70th 
Anniversary of Ukrainian Settlement in 
Australia in on 18 January 2020, with a 
concert and book launch. Between 1948 
- 1953, over 350 Ukrainians arrived 
in Tasmania. Today, there is a diverse 
blend of descendants, new arrivals & 
friends, with a number activities at their 
community centre in Hobart, including 
language classes, church services, 
choral groups and social events. The 
Association has also actively contributed 
to wider community events, taking part 
in the Moonah Taste of the World, Hobart 
Language Day & Seniors Week. 

To celebrate the 70th Anniversary the 
Association organised a celebration 
of Ukrainian song and dance in 
appreciation of the culture our ancestors 
brought to Australia. The event was a 
huge success and very well supported 

by the local community with a total of 
350 attendees.  This encompassed nearly 
100 visitors from interstate including 30 
young people from Zahrava Youth Dance 
Ensemble (Sydney) who performed at 
the event with local groups – Ukrainian 
Community Choir, Malva – Vocal Duet, 
and Jabluko – Musical Trio.
 
Attendees also included several 
supporting organisations and individuals:  
The Ambassador of Ukraine to Australia, 
Dr. Mykola Kulinich; Co-Chair of the 
Federation of Ukrainians in Australia, 
Stefan Romaniw and other AFUO and 
interstate Association representatives; 
and individuals who supported the 
production of the book, With Ukrainian 
Greetings.

The Tasmanian Association’s publication 
“With Ukrainian Greetings: A history of 
the

Ukrainian Community in Tasmania” 
was launched by Senator for Tasmania 
Catryna Bilyk at the concert. The book 
contains details of Ukrainian arrivals in 
1948-1952 and provides an overview of 
the history of the Ukrainian community 
around Tasmania. It is an important 
historical account for generations past 
and present to understand & appreciate 
the Ukrainian footprint in Tasmania.   
The publication is available for purchase 
by contacting the Association.

Marina Ladaniwskyj, President of the 
Association of Ukrainians in Tasmania 
states that the celebrations are important 
in keeping Ukrainians connected to their 
cultural heritage, and the publication 
demonstrates a variety of settlement 
experiences. ‘It is with a sense of 
gratitude and pride for all that has been 
achieved that Ukrainians reflect on over 
70 years of life in Tasmania…it is a 

history and community to be celebrated.’

The Association look forward to future 
projects, and collaborating with the local 
and interstate Ukrainian community 
to further develop our community. For 
further information, contact Marina 
Ladaniwskyj on 0400763720 or email 
ukesintas@gmail.com

A song and a dance about 70 years of Ukrainian settlement 

Senator Catryna Bilyk launching new 
book about the history of the Ukrainian 

community in Tasmania
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Contact | 03 62953067 | 0412 416399
info@bussofttas.com.au
www.bussofttas.com.au

 
By law you are required to keep correct business accounting records.

 
But good software also brings business success!

 
Ask us what the easy and low cost options are

The Multicultural Hub Advisory 
Forum   
               
Location: Multicultural Hub 65 Hopkins Street Moonah 
Date: 14 February 2020 
Time: 11.00 – 12.30pm *Lunch 12.30 – 1.00pm 
Facilitator: Multicultural Council of Tasmania
Glenorchy City Council 

Dear community member,

We would like to invite you to the Multicultural Hub Advisory Forum.

The Multicultural Hub is a welcoming space for multicultural 
communities to share and celebrate cultures.
We would like your advice as someone who is part of the multicultural 
community on how The Hub can be an even more inclusive place for 
all people from culturally and diverse backgrounds, especially for new 
migrants and emerging communities.

Topics to discuss are:
- What is important to you and your community in relation to The Hub? 
- How would your community like to be involved with the Hub? 
- How can we increase the general community involvement in the Hub?  

The meeting will be held on Friday 14 February 2020 11.00 – 12.30pm, 
with a complimentary lunch from 12.30 – 1pm. Please e-mail Nico van 
Leeuwen via nico.vanleeuwen@mcot.org.au to rsvp for (part of) this 
meeting, and lunch, for catering purposes. 
Please let us know if this day and time suits you? 
And please advise if language support is needed.

The Hub Advisory Forum will meet every 3 months, the next meeting 
will be scheduled for May 2020. 

Looking forward to hearing back from you,

Jill Sleiters -Community Development Coordinator, Glenorchy City 
Council 
Nico van Leeuwen -Multicultural Community Development Manager, 
Multicultural Council of Tasmania

Multicultural Hub

The Multicultural Hub is a medium sized venue for hire on Hopkins 
Street in Moonah, with wooden flooring and high ceilings. 
It is the perfect space for community events, meetings and gatherings. 
The central space has a capacity of up to 130 people.
The hub can be hired seven days a week, between 9 am – 10 pm.
 
In addition to the space, hirers also have access to approximately 100 
chairs, 10 tables, toilets, and kitchenette. Furthermore, power and 
heating are included in the hire fee. 

There is also a community meeting room available free of charge  
Monday – Friday 9.00 am – 5.00 pm
         
Hiring Costs
Members and Friends
Half Day: $25
Full Day: $60 Non-Members
Half Day: $75
Full Day: $150
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Tax season is not far away, and it can 
be bit stressful for many who do not 
understand the tax system. Diverse 
Tassie team caught up with Eveleen 
Rao -Director and Tax partner of Tax 
Store Hobart to understand bit about tax 
system.

Can you please tell us a bit about Tax 
Store and service s it provides? 

Tax Store is a network of accounting 
firms as well as a one stop shop where 
we provide the following services:
• Tax return preparation and 
lodgement for individuals and businesses 
that are sole traders, companies or trusts,
• Preparation and lodgement of 
Business activity statement and Income 
activity statements 
• Financial statement preparation 

The Australian tax system - how complicated is it ? 

and lodgements.
• Book-keeping services 
• Financial Advice
• Mortgage brokers &
• General Insurance to name a 
few.
We specialise in providing tax advisory 
services to individuals and assist clients 
starting up a new business with set up and 
planning. We assist existing businesses 
with reassessing their business setup and 
structure and assist with organisational 
changes that could place them in a better 
financial position.

How do you see Tax store as different 
from other tax companies? 

Tax Store is different in that we have 
a diverse team of partners all over 
Australia. With that I don’t just mean 
ethnicity and gender but  in terms of 

the wealth of specialised skills we have 
to share. We connect and work together 
to achieve the best outcome for our 
clients.  I for one have over a decade of 
experience working in various roles at the 
ATO which places me in a great position 
with regards to issues of tax technical 
complexities. I have co-founded several 
restaurant businesses over the years 
and have a great deal of experience that 
I share with my team and clients. I am 
also an accredited mediator and help my 
clients with their tax and other disputes. 
Through the various expertise within out 
team, we make it very easy for our clients 
to obtain all the relevant services that 
they require without needing to contact 
several different organisations. 

The tax system in Australia is very 
complex for new migrants to understand 
,would you agree? 

The tax system in Australia is very 
complex not just for new migrants 
but Australians in general. There are 
so many taxpayer’s out there who get 
caught with being audited and pay large 
amounts of tax (and even penalties) 
not because they tried to evade their 
tax obligations but because they or 
their accountant misinterpreted certain 
tax law. Therefore, the Tax Store team 
pays attention to staying current in their 
training and knowledge.

What are the key points about tax 
structures should people understand 
before jumping into a new business ? 

Key points to consider regarding tax 
when getting into new business are:
• Speak only to the experts about 
your plan and seek advice on the best 
business structure that will help you 
meet your goals and minimise tax.
• Understand not just the tax 
advantage but all the tax obligations 

surrounding the business structure.
• Get a good accounting/
bookkeeping software and make time 
daily to keep your bookkeeping in order.
• Pay attention to lodgement due 
dates as late lodgements will only lead to 
paying fines and late lodgement fees and 
will work against your credibility.

Can people contact Tax store Hobart for 
simple as well as complex tax issues? 

Tax Store Hobart assists clients with all 
aspects of tax preparation and lodgement 
as well as advisory services. We have 
clients that get us to lodge very basic 
as well as complex tax returns and also 
have clients that are companies and 
trusts requiring in depth assistance. We 
also work with SMSFs and Not for profit 
organisations. Tax Store Hobart also 
provides bookkeeping services to clients 
so that they don’t have to spend their 
valuable time on the day to day admin 
and can focus on being creative and 
focus on the growth of their business. 

What is one thing you would like to say to 
our readers? Maybe a tip for the coming 
tax year ?

Advice: for Individuals especially, 
students and new migrants- If you use 
a MyGov account please do not provide 
your MyGov account details to your tax 
practitioner, friend or even family even 
if they claim to know how to help you 
to lodge your return or say that it will 
reduce the fee you have to pay. 

Tip:  If you plan on claiming deductions 
for certain purchases take a picture of the 
receipt, and upload it to the ATO App. It 
will make life easy for you at the end of 
the financial year (or if you are audited) 
to have all the receipts in one spot.

Highlights of Festivale 2020  
Launceston’s annual food and entertainment 
extravaganaza, Festivale, took place from 
January 31 to February 2 , with big crowds 
flocking to try the hugely diverse range of 
Tasmanian produce from across the state. 
The music and entertainment on show were 
no less diverse, with musicians, jugglers and 
other street entertainers offering something 
for both young and old. 
Cooking masterclasses by celebrity chefs 
were another popular attraction, selling out in 
advance.
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In January, The Bloody Unknown 
travelled up north to Launceston to 
connect with the Women’s Friendship 
Group, a group that aims to provide a 
safe welcoming environment where all 
women can have English conversation, 
make friends and contacts, share 
experiences, learn new ideas and skills, 
and find pathways to connect to services 
and opportunities. The group has helped 
numerous refugees and migrants to 
settle in Tasmania, many of which are 
mothers whose childcare duties make 
it difficult for them to attend English 
classes, connect with others, learn 
to swim and many other things. The 
Women’s Friendship Group is also a way 
to share different cultures (particularly 
Afghani) with the broader community. 
Rug weaving is one beautiful way they 
have done this.
In the near future The Bloody Unknown 

Keeping up with The Bloody Unknown 

will join the Women’s Friendship Group’s 
Monday meeting to spend time with the 
group and to talk further about how, in 
our project, we work with participants 
to build stories to share with our broader 
community. In Launceston, TBU also 
touched base with Rup, a social worker 
who spent two decades in a Nepalese 
refugee camp. During his time there, he 
helped other refugees to live cohesively 
and safely in the camp.

Later in the month, tales were told over 
a warming, nourishing, Nepalese feast, 
cooked by our friend Dahn Maya at her 
home in Moonah. In Nepalese etiquette, 
guests eat first and the hosts wait until 
later to eat their dinner. Dahn Maya 
and her husband, Meg, told us about 
their (like Rup) twenty years of life in 
a Nepalese refugee camp, after fleeing 
ethnic cleansing in Bhutan. They spoke 

of the peace and happiness of living in 
Tasmania, but also the challenges of 
teaching Sabunam, their seven-year-
old daughter who is fluent in English, 
the Nepali language. While Meg speaks 
English well, Dahn Maya is gradually 
learning. This means the mother and 
daughter cannot connect to the level 
that they yearn for. Continually though, 
progress is made and the strong bond 
between the two is evident, regardless of 
the language barrier. 

Soon we will also be publishing 
new stories on our website: www.
thebloodyunknown.com and Facebook 
(The Bloody Unknown). So, keep in 
touch with us. If you wish to receive 
the monthly newsletter by email, please 
direct message us on Facebook with your 
email address.
 

Zafira Foods serves 
homestyle food from the 

heart of Afghanistan 
cooked fresh daily in our 

Moonah cafe.  
All Afghan food is halal All Afghan food is halal 

and our friendly staff will 
make you Welcome!  

Ageing in a culturally diverse Tasmania 
By Ruth Osborne
Partners in Culturally Appropriate Care (PICAC) Officer – 

Migrant Resource Centre Tasmania
One in five older Tasmanians (aged 
65+) were born outside Australia, and 
as our population continues to age it is 
important that we provide appropriate 
support and services to meet the growing 
diversity of our older community.

Older Tasmanians from culturally 
diverse backgrounds are at an increased 
risk of social isolation if they have 
limited English language skills, have 
little contact with people who share 
their culture, or if they experience 
discrimination. Older people may also 

the risk of many physical and mental 
health issues. 

Many aged care services offer social 
support groups which help older people 
to feel valued, connected and respected 
– regardless of their age and background. 
These services can be accessed via My 
Aged Care - www.myagedcare.gov.au

revert to their first language which 
can create difficulties communicating 
with younger family members or the 
broader community, including healthcare 
professionals. 

Maintaining or building social networks 
in the community is a crucial part of 
positive ageing, can help people to 
preserve cultural connections and has 
many positive health benefits. Studies 
show that being socially connected will 
help slow down cognitive decline and 
the onset of dementia, as well as reduce 

The views and opinions expressed in the articles are those of authors and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of Diverse Tassie
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I remember attending an international 
cricket game between Zimbabwe and 
Australia at the Harare sports ground 
in Zimbabwe more than 20 years ago. 
Not many international teams, visited 
Zimbabwe, let alone, the mighty 
Australian team at the height of their 
powers. This was a huge outing and 
we dared to dream. Could our local 
cricketing heroes cause a massive upset. 
I loved everything about cricket. Playing, 
watching and listening to it. I remember 
lying in the back of our truck on a road 
trip from Zimbabwe to South-Africa and 
tuning into the radio cricket commentary 
for four days straight!
As a Zimbabwean fan, there wasn’t to 
celebrate when it came to winning. We 

The treasures beyond the boundary line
By Mike Maguire still loved the game and all that comes 

with it. Half of the joy of going to the 
game was all the action that occurred 
“Beyond the boundary line”. My friends 
and me would run amok under the stands, 
searching for all the treasures which had 
fallen from up above. 

Chips, cokes, and lollies had all slipped 
down from the fans above and it was too 
hard to return them to their rightful owners 
– we were the ultimate scavengers. As the 
batsmen collected runs and the bowlers, 
wickets – we collected our own treasures! 
Occasionally, the crowd would roar, 
as a batter tonked a six into the stands, 
or a bowler uprooted a middle stump.   
Likewise, we roared with delight, as we 
unearthed another tasty treat or when we 
collected coke bottles and made money, 

as we handed them in for recycling.

 Two weeks ago, I ventured to the 
Intercultural Sports League’s “Hurricanes 
Champions League” game at the KGV 
Oval in Glenorchy. As I wandered along 
the boundary side, I chatted with multiple 
cricket fans who were there, celebrating 
the players on the field and enjoying 
each others company off it. A“shared 
Joy”. The Intercultural Sports League 
began around 6 years ago where only 
two or three teams were involved. Today, 
there are 12 teams, from many different 
countries including Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Nepal, Syria and Australia.
For new migrants and people from 
refugee back-ground in Tasmania, it’s 
more than just cricket. Cricket is the 
magnet and has brought people out into 

their wider community to connect with 
one another. On the cricket field, but 
perhaps most significantly beyond the 
boundary line. 

I couldn’t help but remember my days, 
going to the Harare sports grounds to 
watch the mighty Australian team take on 
our minnow Zimbabwean side. It is not 
the world-famous players or talent that I 
remember, but rather – the feeling of joy 
that I experienced with my friends, as we 
collected treasures under the stands.
 
The Intercultural Sports League, 
together with the support of the Hobart 
Hurricanes, continue to bring people 
together and share in a common joy. Our 
community needs this now more than 
ever. 

The small town of Sheffield in 
Tasmania’s north-west welcomed the 
Year of the Rat on Saturday 25th January 
with a dragon dance in Mural Park.  The 
event was an initiative of local home 
education group, Mountain Learners, 
the aim being to connect with the local 
Chinese community as well as the many 
Chinese tourists who have become a 
huge presence in the town.

The Sheffield community embraced 
the event with businesses displaying 
the locally produced Happy New Year 
posters in their windows and locals 
learning how to wish the tourists Happy 
New Year in Mandarin.   

The colourful Chinese dragon, made 
by the Mountain Learners group, was 
paraded up the main street.   The Mayor 
of Sheffield, Tim Wilson, was invited to 
paint the eyes on the dragon, awakening 
it ready for the dance.  The Chinese 
tourists enthusiastically joined in the 
celebrations even taking over the dragon 
dance at one stage.

This is the second year that the event has 
been held in Sheffield and it is hoped 
that this will become a regular event in 
the town embracing and celebrating our 
cultural diversity.

Chinese New Year in Sheffield
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Preparation time  : 1.5-2 hrs

Ingredients::

2 litres red wine (Reduced to half)
175 ml vegetable oil
2 kg oyster blade steak, cut into 5cm 
pieces
250gm smoked bacon, cut into lardons
1 1/2 onion, finely diced
1 celery stalk, finely diced
1red capsicum, finely diced
25 gm plain flour, sieved
1 1/4 teaspoon tomato paste
1 bouquet garni 
650 gm button mushrooms, halved
3 carrots, finely diced
7 potatoes, turned

Method::

Cook wine in a saucepan over medium-
high heat until reduced It to half  (30 
min). 
Put the reduced wine on the side to keep 
it warm.

Heat half the oil in a large frying pan over 
high heat, Start cooking the beef which 
is cut into pieces in batches and turn 
occasionally until brown (3-5 minutes). 
Remove beef and place in a shallow 
baking tray, set aside.

Heat remaining oil in a large casserole 
over medium heat, add bacon, onion, 
celery and capsicum and sauté until 
tender (10-12minutes). Add the pan fried 

Recipe of the Month : French Beef Bourguignon
beef, pan juices and flour and stir to 
combine (1 minute). 
Add tomato paste and stir occasionally 
until colour darkens (1-2 minutes), then 
add the reduced  wine, bouquet garni 
and 500ml water. Bring to the simmer, 
reduce heat to low and cook until 

2

4

3

P.L Venky, Chef de Partie slightly reduced (25-30 minutes), then 
add mushroom and carrot and cook until 
meat is tender (1½-2 hours). Season to 
taste, discard bouquet garni and set aside 
in a warm place to rest (30 minutes). 
Serve hot with boiled turn potatoes on 
the side..

Hobart’s Tamil community celebrates Thai Pongal 
Thai Pongal is a multi-day Hindu harvest 
festival from South India, celerbrated 
particularly in the Tamil community. It 
is observed at the start of the month Tai 
according to the Tamil solar calendar, 
It is dedicated to the Hindu sun god, 
the Surya, and corresponds to Makar 
Sankranti, a harvest festival under many 
regional names celebrated throughout 
India.

The Tamil Association of Tasmania 
did a grand  celebration of   2020  
Thai Pongal on the 27th of January.
The event showcased the rich cultural 
heritage through traditional dances 
(Bharathanatyam & folk dances) 
,drumming,songs,dramas,games and 
fun activities for children and adults.
Traditional vegetarian food with 
pongal(sweet milk rice)added flavour to 
the event.

Lord Mayor of Hobart City Council,Anna 
Reynolds attended the event as chief 
guest and provided encouragement for 
the community.
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Find us on facebook

ICSL Grand Final - KLM Kings victorious 

The Honourable Elise Archer poses with captains and players of 
both teams and Glenorchy CC President Simon Stebbings (right) 

and ICSL co-founder, Raj Chopra (far left)

Scorer Shonit Sharma (left) and Gurinder Sandhu on DJ duties, 
while Hurricanes star Clive Rose watches on in the background


