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Human Rights
 Human Rights is nothing but 
having the freedom to speak, freedom of 
practising  their own religion, freedom 
of choosing their own leaders , freedom 
of being able to live in their own houses 
without any fear. When this basic need is 
disturbed and people live in constant fear 
, it’s a direct attack on humanity and it’s 
everyone’s duty to protest against it and 
help those in need. It was so heartening 
to see so many Tasmanians coming out in 
the last couple of days to show solidarity 
towards their fellow Afghan-Tasmanian.
We Hope this resonates more and 
more and those in need will be helped 
regardless of their background. 

Statements Supporting the Tasmanian 
Afghan community:
 The unfolding crisis in 
Afghanistan has rightly shocked 
the world and has deeply impacted 
Tasmanians who have friends and 
family in Kabul and the Tasmanian 
Government is committed to supporting 
our Afghanistan communities, their 
friends and family, and the vital service 
organisations that support them.
 A meeting was held by Jeremy 
Rockliff MP, Minister for Community 
Services and Development, and 
Madeleine Ogilvie, Member for Clark, 
together with members of the Afghanistan 
community to offer our support, and 
we remain in contact with local peak 
community groups to determine if any 
financial or other means of assistance are 
required from our State.
 Member for Clark, Madeleine 
Ogilvie, joined members of the 
Tasmanian Afghan community on the 

Parliament Lawns to express her support 
and concern.
 “I am working with our local 
Afghan community leaders, as well 
as leaders within our multicultural 
communities, to identify any need 
for support for our Tasmanian Hazara 
community,” Ms Ogilvie said.
 “We are also working with any 
local families who are struggling to make 
contact regarding the welfare of their 
loved ones in Kabul, and I have sought 
information regarding any Tasmanians 
who are directly impacted so we can 
activate a response where necessary.”
 Minister for Community 
Services and Development, Jeremy 
Rockliff, acknowledged that 
coordinating humanitarian resettlement 
is extraordinarily complex, and thanked 
all stakeholders working to assist people 
impacted, here and abroad.
 “We will continue working with 
the Commonwealth and service providers 
to better understand how we can assist 
current and future humanitarian efforts.”
 If you or someone you know from 
a Culturally and Linguistically Diverse 
(CALD) background in Tasmania needs 
mental health support, please discuss this 
with your service provider or health care 
provider.
 Attorney-General and local 
Liberal Member for Clark, Elise Archer 
MP said “Together with our Government 
I join all Tasmanians in saying that our 
thoughts are with all those in Afghanistan 
faced with the current unfolding crisis, as 
well as those currently in Australia who 
have family and friends impacted.
Following the Federal Government’s 

announcement that Australia will be 
taking humanitarian refugees, with a 
particular focus on women and girls and 
minorities who will be particularly at 
risk from the Taliban, Tasmania stands 
ready to assist in that effort should that 
be required.
The Department of Premier and Cabinet 
has held discussions with the Australian 
Government regarding any support 
that might be of assistance from the 
Tasmanian Government to support 
the return of Afghan Australians and 
refugees.
 We have also engaged with 
local peak community groups to identify 
opportunities that could be passed onto 
the Australian Government as part of the 
national response.

I also want to acknowledge the distress 
this situation is causing the Tasmanian 
Afghanistan community, as well as 

Lest We Forget
 Salute and thanks to all our Real 
Heroes.On 18th August,Tasmania got 
together to celebrate and remember all 
those who fought for the country.Vietnam 
Veterans Day Service of Remembrance 
was held at the Hobart Cenotaph. It also 
marked the 50th anniversary of the Battle 
of Long Khanh/Operation Overlord.

Australians and the Vietnam War
 The Vietnam War was Australia’s 
longest military engagement of the 20th 
Century.
 The arrival of the Australian 
Army Training Team Vietnam in 
South Vietnam during July and August 
1962 marked the start of Australia’s 
involvement in the war.
 By the time the war had come to 
an end, almost 60,000 Australians served 
during a decade of conflict between 1962 
and 1972. Tragically, 521 of them died 
and 3000 were wounded.

Battle of Long 
Tan
 T h e 
Battle of Long 
Tan was a 
s i g n i f i c a n t 
moment in 
Australia’s war 
in Vietnam.
 On 18 
August 1966, 
in a rubber 
plantation near 
the village 
of Long Tan, 
A u s t r a l i a n 
soldiers fought one of their fiercest 
battles of the war.
 The men of Delta Company, 6th 
Battalion Royal Australian Regiment, 
faced a force of some 2000 North 
Vietnamese and Viet Cong troops. The 
battle was fought in wet and muddy 
conditions during a heavy tropical 
downpour.

 By the end of the day, 17 
Australians had been killed in action and 
25 were wounded, one of whom died 
a few days later. This was the largest 
number of casualties in a single operation 
since the Australian Task Force had 
established its base at nearby Nui Dat the 
previous April.
 On this day, we commemorate 

our ADF personnel and the veterans’ 
community.
 Anyone feeling distress is 
encouraged to reach out for support 
through the Mental Health Services 
Helpline which is available 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week on 1800 332 388, 
or Lifeline on 13 11 14.
 The Migrant Resource Centre 
Tasmania in Glenorchy will be holding 
free information sessions for Afghan and 
Hazara community members who have 
family members affected by the current 
situation in Afghanistan on August 25 
4:00pm – 6:00pm.  Additionally, the 
Migrant Resource Centre provides 
mental health support for culturally 
and linguistically diverse community 
members through their Phoenix 
Centre.  For more information, please 
contact MRC on 6221 0999 or email 
phoenixreferals@mrctas.org.au”.

all the battles fought by Australians in 
Vietnam, from large-scale operations to 
platoon and section-level encounters. 
We remember the sailors of the Royal 
Australian Navy who supported land 
operations, and members of the Royal 
Australian Air Force who served in 
combat and transport roles.
(continued on pg. 7)
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z  Food

z  Clothing 

z  Massage

z   Beauty Therapy

z  Tea ceremony

z  Arts & crafts,  

 and lot’s more!

The Multicultural Hub
Hopkins Street, Moonah

1st Saturday of every month
9.30am to 2pm

Vibrant multicultural market in the 
heart of Moonah showcasing:

Members of the CALD community interested in having 
a stall are welcome to contact julie.race@aohtas.org.au

Drop by Andrew’s mobile office on the date and location below*:
Thursday 19 August 11.30am-1.30pm Moonah Main Road

Advertisement

Andrew 
Wilkie

Andrew Wilkie MP
Independent Member for Clark

Authorised by Andrew Wilkie MP 188 Collins Street Hobart 7000

www.andrewwilkie.org

Want to get in touch with Andrew? 
3	Drop into the office at 188 Collins Street Hobart   
 or post a letter to GPO Box 32 Hobart 7001
3	Phone 6234 5255 or 6234 5861
3	Email andrew.wilkie.mp@aph.gov.au
3	Ask for a meeting

*Weather permitting

YOUR INDEPENDENT IN CANBERRA
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Unexpected Triggers of Mental Ill-Health – 2 Tips to Help
By Tara Bufton
 You may think the episodes of 
mental-ill health occur when a person 
goes through stressful, difficult things. 
And you’re right. But did you know that 
exciting events or life changes can also 
trigger episodes? Our brains respond 
differently – so we need to be prepared 
with help and support to manage triggers 

that make us unwell.
 For example, someone with 
anxiety may be given a promotion at 
work, and even though this is very 
rewarding and exciting, it can bring-on 
symptoms of anxiety, such as, diarrhea, 
loss of appetite and intrusive thinking.
 Someone with bipolar may 
experience symptoms of mania when 

changing the sleep 
routine – staying 
up very late.
 Even an 
exciting, fun event, 
or change, can 
bring on symptoms 
of mental ill-health 
visiting our minds 
and emotions like 
unwanted guests.
 So what 
can family, friends 
and colleagues do 

to make this all a little bit easier for the 
person experiencing symptoms?

2 Ways to be Supportive 

(1) Stay stable and steady yourself. 
Being less anxious yourself brings 
a feeling of calm to the table. While 
chatting with a “mentally unsettled 
person” relax your jaw, wriggle your toes 
and breathe easy. As you breathe slowly, 
calmly and intentionally the people you 
are supporting will feel that – and it will 
soothe their worry.

(2)   Allow the person to look for and 
find ways to manage. If they have 
had any therapy they will know some 
techniques that help them. If not, they 
will most likely know things themselves 
that help. I know some people who find 
light and gentle stimming very calming. 
Things like rotating your hands at the 

No Winner for Tassie’s first Multicultural Startup Competition
 After a three-month journey, 
Uselect Group – a local multicultural 
finance company – announced that no 
winner came out of its first Multicultural 
Startup Competition. Since its launch 
in early May, this startup competition 
has gone through a process of initial 
applications, a series of workshops on 
business planning, then formal business 
plan submission followed by the final in-
person pitch.
 Roxy Zhong, Strategic Advisor 
of Uselect Group, said there was no 
winner because no submission met 
all criteria. However, a Launceston-
based startup, Earth Coterie, was ranked 
unanimously as the best pitch, and 
commercially ready for investment. The 
majority of the judging panel considered 
their submission outstanding, satisfying 
all criteria, but the final decision lies 
with the event’s sponsor Uselect Group, 
who said they expected a higher level of 
innovation for the official winners. 
 Considering the spirit of 
this competition – to motivate the 
multicultural entrepreneurs – Uselect has 
offered to discuss a concessional-rated 
investment with Earth Coterie. But Earth 
Coterie decided to withdraw from the 
competition for losing confidence in the 
sponsor. 
 Some other finalists’ pitches 

have more innovative businesses ideas, 
but most of them lacked solid business 
planning, and convincing business 
sustainability. A judge suggested that 
Uselect supply some Seed Funding to 
allow these finalists further develop 
ideas, but that idea hasn’t been taken up.
 As to the pledged $50,000 
investment, Roxy from Uselect said that 
her company will continually look for 
worthy projects to invest in, and that 
they can also support similar projects in 
the community such as the Greenshoots 
program of Glenorchy City Council. 
 “I am very disappointed.” said 
Jade Li*, a volunteer for this event, as 
a community liaison and consultant, 
“Earth Coterie should be a winner in 
my opinion, as innovation is a very 
subjective matter, and it only weighs 
30% out of all criteria. The judges’ 
ranking was based on summing scores 
for all criteria, and Earth Coterie came to 
the top!” Maria from Earth Coterie also 
felt the final decision was incongruent 
with the event’s Guideline. 
 On the positive note, some 
other participants of the competition 
had a valuable learning experience. 
A series of workshops ran over five 
Sunday afternoons, hosting various 
community-minded guest-speakers who 
donated their time to share insights on 

business planning, operation tips, 
supporting resources, and pitching 
tips. Also, all judges gave valuable 
feedback to all the pitches. In 
addition, a judge has donated 
his time to provide business 
incubation to some of the finalists. 
 “There is clearly a need 
for startup support for the migrant 
community.” said Jade, “We need 
to run an incubator. And it would 
be better if future competitions are 
not run by a sponsor, but instead 
by a community body with various 
cultural group representatives. It 
will encourage better participation, 
and ensure fairness. I believe there 

are many talents in our community, 
especially among the skilled migrants. 
It’s a shame that we did not get more 
submissions across different cultural 
groups, despite promotion via various 
channels.” 
 Jade is in the process of applying 
for incubator funding to help develop 
startups. “We need more champions 
from different cultural groups working 
together. Trust is earned, and working 
together to build a supporting network 
for migrant entrepreneurs is a path to 

wrists, humming a tune over and over, 
tapping your forefinger and thumb 
together. Stimming is very calming to 
many people.

Take Away: Be present, ask questions, 
only offer your thoughts only when asked. 
Sometimes just being there is enough to 
help people through some of the tough 
times. Sometimes asking questions about 
how they are feeling helps. And then ask 
what they could do to feel a little better. 

trust. Please contact me.” 

* Jade Li has been advocating 
for meaningful employment and 
entrepreneurship for the multicultural 
community since last year, when 
she led a community-driven project: 
Multicultural Economic Participation 
Forum.  LHQ0837@GMAIL.COM  
0439 474 886
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It Takes a Tasmanian Village… Priority Supply Bills to be introduced 
to support Tasmania in the event of a 
COVID outbreak

Carers to be formally recognised and 
celebrated

 This consultation has now 
closed and Tasmania’s first Child and 
Youth Wellbeing Strategy for 0-25 year 
olds, It Takes a Tasmanian Village, has 
been released.
 Thank you to everyone who 
has shared their views, ideas and 
experiences to help develop this Strategy 
for Tasmania. We received over 3,500 
responses to our consultation. You’re 
welcome to view the Postcards to the 
Premier, the Get Creative responses and 
the submissions to the Discussion Paper 
on this website.
 You can also read the 
Consultation Report, which summarises 
the thousands of responses we received 
(or the the child friendly A3 poster-style 
summary). And of course, check out the 
resulting Child and Youth Wellbeing 
Strategy, It Takes a Tasmanian Village.

Overview 
 The Tasmanian Government 
has developed Tasmania’s first Child 
and Youth Wellbeing Strategy for 0-25 
year olds, which has a specific focus on 
the first 1,000 days (from pregnancy to 
baby’s first 2 years).
 We have sought the views and 
ideas of Tasmanian children, young 
people, their caregivers, and the service 
sector to help develop the Strategy. You 

can view the get creative responses, the 
postcards to the Premier, and submissions 
to the Discussion Paper on this website.
 We thank our consultation 
partners, the Commissioner for Children 
and Young People, the Youth Network of 
Tasmania, the Mental Health Council of 
Tasmania, and Playgroup Tasmania for 
the face to face conversations they led 
for us across the State.
 “My vision for Tasmania is that 
no matter where you live, no matter what 
your background is, no matter what your 
circumstances are – opportunities will 
be there and if you want to grasp those 
opportunities a better life will be within 
your reach.”
 We all know Tasmania is a 
beautiful place to live. I want it to be the 
best place to live, grow up and raise a 
family.
 To help me achieve this vision, I 
need your help.
 Thank you for sharing your views, 
hopes and dreams for children and young 
people in Tasmania. I encourage you to 
look at the results of this consultation on 
this website, and in the resulting Child 
and Youth Wellbeing Strategy - ‘It Takes 
a Tasmanian Village’.”

Peter Gutwein - Premier of Tasmania

23 August 2021 

Michael Ferguson, Leader of the House

The health and safety of Tasmanians 
remains our absolute priority as we 
respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
we continue to do everything possible to 
keep Tasmanians safe and plan for all 
scenarios.

While Tasmania continues to be in a 
good place, the pandemic continues to 
seriously impact communities in New 
South Wales, Victoria and the ACT and 
here in Tasmania we continue to plan in 
the event an outbreak were to occur here.

The 2021-22 Tasmanian Budget Bills 
will be introduced on 26 August as 
normal with an expectation that they will 
receive Royal Assent by early to mid-
October 2021.

However, as part of our planning for 
a range of scenarios we will also put 
in place arrangements for continued 
funding for Government services, should 
it be necessary to introduce restrictions 

to deal with a COVID-19 outbreak 
which could impact Parliament sittings 
and therefore the passage of the Budget 
Bills before the end of October.

The Parliament previously passed two 
Supply Bills in June this year to provide 
funding for Government services through 
to late October, to provide time for the 
Budget Bills to pass Parliament.

On that basis, we will introduce a 
further two Supply Bills this week when 
State Parliament resumes to provide a 
further interim funding provision for 
Government services for the period from 
November through to January 2022, 
should this be required.

It is our intention for the Supply Bills 
to pass through both Houses as swiftly 
as possible and we have been working 
with other MPs and MLCs to ensure 
this occurs. If it were to be necessary 
to operate under an extended period of 
Supply and, if sittings were suspended, 
we would be prepared.

6 August 2021 

Jeremy Rockliff, Minister for Community 
Services and Development

The Tasmanian Liberal Government 
acknowledges the invaluable role unpaid 
carers play in our community, and we 
thank and commend Tasmania’s hard 
working and dedicated carers for their 
commitment to supporting their family 
and friends. 

One of our key election commitments 
was to commence consultation to inform 
the development of Tasmania’s first 
Carer Recognition legislation, which 
will formally acknowledge the thousands 
of carers in the Tasmanian community 
and promote and value the importance of 
care relationships.

I was pleased to meet with our Carers 
Issues Reference Group last week 
which fulfils our commitment to start 
these discussions in our first 100 days, 
to discuss the value of the legislation, 
including a set of principles outlining the 
significance of care relations and the way 
organisations interact with people in care 
relationships.

The group is considering the 
development of a discussion paper for 
wider consultation later this year.

We are also pleased to announce 
funding to help more organisations 
and individuals celebrate National 

Carers Week, with applications for the 
Tasmanian Government’s Carers Small 
Grants Program 2021-22 now open.

This program will fund organisations to 
deliver events during National Carers 
Week and increase awareness of services 
available to carers, building on our 
new  Supporting Tasmanian Carers: 
Tasmanian Carer Action Plan 2021-24, 
which supports the important and critical 
role of the over 80,000 informal carers in 
Tasmania.

The Carers Small Grants program is two-
tier, providing:

Grants of up to $2,500 for projects that 
support the health and wellbeing of 
carers; and
Grants of up to $5,000 for events to 
celebrate Carers Week, which will run 
from October 10 to 16 this year, or for 
community events that benefit carers in 
2021-22.
Unpaid carers play a vital role in the 
health, wellbeing and security of their 
family members and friends who 
need support and assistance, and we 
acknowledge those carers who were 
at the forefront during COVID-19 and 
stepped up to ensure that people in their 
care were protected.

Applications close on September 3, 2021. 
For more information, go to https://www.
communities.tas.gov.au/csr/Grants/
carers-small-grants-program-2021-22

Sporting Competitions Access Fund now open
17 August 2021 
Jane Howlett, Minister for Sport and 
Recreation

Applications are now open for the 
2021-22 Sporting Competitions Access 
Fund Grants Program. 
 The Fund assists athletes with 
disability, enabling them to compete 
in national or international sporting 
competitions and allowing them to 
excel in their chosen sport at the highest 
possible level.
 Grants of up to $6,000 will be 
available to eligible applicants, with 
a total of $150,000 available under the 
Fund. 

Eligible applicants are:
*    Non-Tasmanian Institute of Sport 
(TIS) scholarship athletes with disability 
for expenses incurred by themselves, 

their coach and/or identified carer to 
attend a national or international level 
competition; and
*    Coaches and/or identified carers 
only of TIS scholarship athletes with 
disability for expenses incurred to 
support the athlete at the same national 
or international level competition. 

Grants for national-level selection 
competitions or selection camps will also 
be considered, and the chosen sport must 
be recognised by Sport Australia.
 Guidelines and application forms 
are available from the Communities 
Tasmania website: www.communities.
tas.gov.au/csr
 For further information, please 
contact Communities, Sport and 
Recreation at sportrec@communities.
tas.gov.au or telephone on 1800 252 476.
Applications close on May 31, 2022.
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Tasmanian Indian Community 75th 
Independence Day Celebration

The Tasmanian Indian Community 
recently celebrated a significant 
milestone, celebrating their 75th 
Independence Day, by honouring 
traditional culture and heritage.  

Attorney-General and local Liberal 
Member for Clark, Elise Archer joined 
the Tasmanian Indian community to 
mark this important milestone at the 
Hobart City Hall.

“It was a great pleasure to be able to join 
with our local Indian community for this 
very important day in history,” said Ms 
Archer.

“I was honoured to be given the 
opportunity to represent the Tasmanian 
Government and participate in the 
traditional lighting of the lamp as part of 
the festivities,” added Ms Archer.

The cultural event program also included 

sharing of cultural food, and speeches by 
other dignitaries such as Her Excellency, 
the Honourable Barbara Baker AC, 
Governor of Tasmania.

Dancers and solo performers took to the 
stage to highlight the cultural creativity 
of India and to celebrate 75 years of 
independence.

“As a local Member of Parliament and 
as Attorney-General, I have worked 
closely with our local Indian community, 
assisting wherever possible and provided 
local support to their many causes and 
issues,” added Ms Archer.

“Congratulations to the Indian Cultural 
Society of Tasmania for their work 
since 1972 uniting our South East Asian 
community in Hobart, and for sharing 
their culture which helps create more 
understanding in our community of 
cultural diversity,” said Ms Archer. 

“I applaud the Indian Cultural Society 
of Tasmania for their efforts holding this 

Tasmanian Indian Community 75th Independence 
Day Celebration

Authorised by Meg Webb, 3/32 Channel Hwy, Kingston.

www.megwebb.com.au

Independent Member for Nelson

My office is open and I am here to help the community.

Phone 6212 2290, email meg.webb@parliament.tas.gov.au 
or visit me at 3/32 Channel Highway, Kingston.

spectacular and important cultural event 
after not being able to hold their usual 
celebration last year due to COVID-19,” 
Ms Archer said.

Photo 1: (L-R): Attorney-General, the 
Hon Elise Archer at the Tasmanian Indian 
Community 75th Independence Day.

Photo 2: (L-R): Attorney-General, 
the Hon Elise Archer speaking at the 
Tasmanian Indian Community 75th 
Independence Day.

Photo 3: (L-R): Attorney-General, the 
Hon Elise Archer 

Photo 4: (L-R): Attorney-General, the 
Hon Elise Archer Lighting of the Lamp 
with Kiran Yellapu
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A Tryst with Destiny, A Trust in Democracy
Organisation 
Recently I was asked by the editor of a 
magazine to write a piece on India’s 75th 
anniversary of independence celebrated 
on 15 August, since 1947.

India’s freedom at midnight is almost 
as long as my reading and writing, my 
literate life of a,b,c to x,y,z.

I went to Delhi as a teenager more than  a 
decade after India gained her vivisected 
nationhood in which siblings had 
dismembered one of the world’s most 
composite and complex cultures.

The conflict was mirrored in the world’s 
merciless and pitiless epic poem, the 
Mahabharata,composed more than three 
millennia before.

But the struggle for  Indian 
independence,over a  turbulent and 
treacherous century, was possibly the 
greatest  freedom movement in human 
history.It destroyed the most ambitious  
imperial experiment and showed a new 
way of fighting for freedom  and justice 
even if it led to the displacement and 
decimation  of millions— in fact the 
largest in world history.

Most of human history is scarred and 
stained on every island and continent.
And human hands are bloodied all over.

Nevertheless India’s  freedom led to the 
freedom of the largest number of people 
in the annals of our  imprisoning world.

Two nations were created: one a secular, 
plural democracy; the other, in two parts 
,the first Islamic state with imperial 
connivance.

Since then scores of independent nations 
have been created on continents : Africa 
alone has 55 nations carved out of its 
massive physical-tribal structures.

The Indian subcontinent today has seven 
: India, Nepal,Pakistan, Bangladesh,Sri 
Lanka,Myanmar and Bhutan.

Some are still fighting for their rights as 
human beings.The battles are relentless 
like wild waves splashing incessantly  on 
craggy rocks  in the Pacific Ocean.

That India remained ‘India’ in the 
historical imagination of the world is a 
miracle of the magnificence of the Indian 
mind, always universal, always seeing 
beyond its mountains and oceans: a 
cosmic vision, rooted in the reality of the 
rag and bone shop of the human heart but 
dreaming of infinity.

That that lofty  idea of India is today 
being corrupted  with a narrow minded 
,bigoted sense of identity and sectarian 
nationalism is a matter of deepest regret, 
the virus from Brexit to Trumpistan and 
beyond.

Indian subcontinent, though divided, 
was not destroyed: its millennial depths 
of decency  produced some of the most 
remarkable men and women of the East 
and  the West.

Mahatma Gandhi was supreme and in 
my mind remains eternally so.Born in a 
small seaport town in Gujarat, educated 
in London, he developed his satyagraha 
in South Africa and then returned to 
India ,aged 46, — a most remarkable 
transformation of an individual in world 
history.

Then to endeavour to transform a nation 
by his transcendent love and practice of 
Ahimsa.

Finally to be assassinated ,five months 
after independence of India, in New 
Delhi, remains the unspeakable,unwritten 

irony of history: man’s inhumanity to 
man.

Gandhi died a decade or so  before I 
made my first journey to Delhi: so many 
journeys since to a city where I found 
friendships,a  family, and an abundance 
of love.

The noblest man I met as a student —
perhaps the noblest in my life—was 
Jawaharlal Nehru, free India’s first prime 
minister for seventeen years.He died in 
1964,aged 74, when I was teaching at 
Doon  School.

And I remember the overwhelming 
sadness I felt and wrote  an article on 
him with  the title ‘This Was a Man’ 
for a Delhi University  magazine: The 
elements were so well mixed in him, as 
Will Shakespeare had said of the noblest 
Roman of them all.

***

India was fortunate to have such a 
visionary as its  first Prime Minister 
after its bloody partition.For me he 
has remained the most extraordinary 
statesman-writer.

Years later I was to read his wonderful 
books: The Discovery of India,An 
Autobiography,Glimpses of World 
History, among others.And read his 
speeches.

No prime minister in the post imperial 
world had his experience of the  world’s 
main currents shaping the contours of our 
new realities in a nuclear universe with  
such dramatic ideological revolutions.

No leader anywhere had his education, 
both in and out of jail, and experience 
of politics, his scientific temper and 
the spirit of spiritual poetry: a rare 
combination.

The least religious man  became the 
the prime minister of the most religious 
nation.

And the fact that he came so close to 
Gandhi was almost a divine intervention.

One can write endlessly on Pandit Nehru: 
today  his distractors are many but in 
my imagination he’s like an elephant 
walking majestically while the jackals 
keep howling.He IS the elephant in the 
large Indian mansion.

***

So I thought : to fulfil my promise to the 
editor, I may write something on Nehru’s 
historic speech  delivered around 
midnight in New Delhi on 15 August, 
1947.

‘A Tryst with Destiny’ is the wondrous 
expression of a new vision for an ancient 
civilisation, imagining  itself into  a 
modern  nation.

I give a garbled,paraphrased version 
below:

The eloquence  begins with ‘Long years 
ago  we made a tryst with Destiny...and 
the time has come to redeem our pledge 
, not in full measure but substantially...
when the soul of a nation , long 
suppressed, finds utterance.

His pledge is not only to the dedication 
of service to India and her people but 
the still larger cause of humanity.Always 
humanity; not nationality.

 The prime minister talks of the unending 
quest of India  through trackless 
centuries containing the grandeur of her 
success and failures—but the inner ideal 
kept her going through misfortunes and 
cataclysmic occurrences.

Freedom and power bring responsibility 
: the future beckons us all after the 
terrible labour pains.And that future is of 
incessant striving.

He remembers Gandhi who was saving 
lives in Bengal as Nehru was delivering 
his soaring oration in English.The 
ambition of the greatest man of our 
generation was to wipe every tear from 
every eye.

Those dreams of India are also of the 
world,for all the nations and peoples are 
so closely knit together today for any one 
of them to imagine that it can live apart.

If peace is indivisible, so is freedom. So 
is prosperity, and so is a disaster in this 
one world that can no longer be split into 
isolated fragments.( Think of Covid-19 
in our lifetime.)
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The vital, free, independent India had 
awakened.It is a fateful moment for 
India, for all Asia and for the world.

A star has risen in the East.The Mahatma 
held the torch aloft and lighted the 
darkness that surrounded us.He was 
magnificent in his faith and strength  and 
courage and humility.That extraordinary 
light.

Nehru also thinks of our brothers and 
sisters cut off by  political boundaries, 
siblings separated by religious brutality.
But Nehru is thinking ahead.

To build up a prosperous, democratic, 
nation and to create social,economic and 
political institutions which will ensure 
justice and fullness of life to every man 
and woman.To create a mansion for all 
to belong and become citizens of a great 
nation.

All of us , whatever our religion, are 
equally the children of India. With equal 
rights, privileges and obligations.

We cannot encourage communalism or 
narrow mindedness, for no nation can be 
great whose people are narrow in thought 
or in action.

To the world, he pledges India to work 
towards furthering peace, freedom and 
democracy.

And finally a reverent homage to Mother 
India.

In his inaugural speech , so soon after 
the catastrophic imperial crime —
Partition— no utterance of bitterness or 
vindictiveness is heard in the cadences of 
Nehru’s voice.

***

When Nehru spoke the population of 

India was barely 300 million;today it has 
quadrupled.

India is a complex civilisation ,more 
than a country, and no nation faced  more 
horrendous challenges after 163 years of 
colonization with numerous  problems  
of caste and communalism, science and 
superstition, challenges of modernity and 
ideological conflicts of two world wars, 
and two world revolutions in Russia and 
China.

But there was a deeper vision that 
combined a spiritual quest and material 
wealth that create the soul of a nation.
President Joe Biden’s slogan during 
the election was ‘Saving the Soul of 
America’.

A soul takes a long time to create: 
but it can be hurt in an instant but not 

annihilated in a people.

India was once the hope of many smaller 
nations.It cared—even in Fiji I got 
a  Government of India scholarship to 
study in Delhi when opportunities for 
us were few and far between in our near 
neighbours.

It’s in New Delhi  I first felt  a sense of 
freedom and found love and affections of 
enduring friendships  and families.And 
my faith that has survived three racist 
coups in my small country, Fiji.The gift 
of a place is often priceless.I discovered 
it in Nehru’s New Delhi.

I’m glad that I studied in Delhi and met 
Pandit Nehru.My heart fills with great 
gratitude for such a graceful human 
being.

That is who  I think of on this Indian 
Independence Day .Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru died at 74; independent  India is 
now turning 75.

— Emeritus Professor Satendra Nandan’s 
book,LIFEJourneys: Love and Grief, 
will be published later this year.He’s 
currently writing a brief biography of 
Mahatma Gandhi at the Australian Centre 
for Christianity and Culture,CSU, and 
researching a monograph on the image 
of the artist in Patrick White’s writings 
as a Visiting Fellow at the Humanities 
Research Centre, ANU

(continued from pg. 1)

A day to say ‘thank you’
On Vietnam Veterans’ Day, we pause and reflect on the bravery, teamwork and endurance that Australians displayed throughout the war. 

It’s a day when we recognise all who served in Vietnam. We honour those veterans who:
• lost their lives during battle
• returned home wounded, ill or injured
• lost their lives in the years since they returned
• still carry the physical and emotional scars of their service

We also pause to reflect on the impact of service on our veterans’ families.

Lest We Forget
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Diary of a wild Maltese Shih tzu - Mountain dog trained, strong and free. Raised by a goofy  long-legged couple who spend endless amounts of energy fighting against 
their garden  enemy no 1 – the Mighty Possum Army 

22nd diary entry:
 Last entry - I got all growled up towards the Eastern Shorecouncil regarding that ridiculous dog policy they want to enforce. Something about getting rid 
of off-leash areas for dogs! I wasranting on about the hypocrisy of humans - who are quick tomakethe rules about controlling dogs - but lack insight into their 
veryown destructive ways. 
 Todd, the lazy cat from next door tells me to stop wasting myenergy on challenging the human species - and accept their ways! Todd, sssshhh - stop dishing 
out your upper-class, fancy shampoosmelling advice and accept your place in the world - on that useless, silky smooth couch of yours. It doesn’t even stink of 
anything. Chuck it out! 
 This entry? Well, what can I say – the census! Golly - I hadfinallyfound myself a two metre spot of rare sun-shine and had spreadmyself over every 
available inch, ready for a delicious snooze. Todd, the lazy cat from next door kept interrupting me withcontinuous long screeching. 
 “ The census form didn’t have one question about my purrrfect existence!” Todd whinged. “Can you believe it? It’s like I amghost. Am I? Am I real?? Not 
even a hint of recognition about howmuchglory and pride I provide for my spotless, clean and expandingempire. I am the king of the neighbourhood! How dare 

Abu’s diary

they ignoresuch royalty. 
 Instead, the questions asked if my parents went to work last week!?How incredibly 
patronizing! Where did these low levels findthecourage to question my parent’s desire to 
contribute to our state’sfinancial dominance!!”
 What are my thoughts on not being included in the census youask?Well, folks - I 
don’t give a rats most wondrous smelling bumtobehonest. 
 Could that be the biggest difference between Todd and I? I wasflabbergasted to 
witness how such a minute event could causesuch devastation to his identity and world. His 
need to be thebest. To feel like royalty. 
 Myself? Well, maybe I am lucky. I am grateful that not onceinmymost stinky, 
beloved life have I felt undervalued by my precious, loveliest parents. 
 They love me. That’s what matters! Isn’t that obvious. I don’t cravestrangers 
adoration or need to be worshiped by my wider community. If my emotional well-being 
and sense of valuewassoreliant on those who I care nothing for - well, what a poor 
torturedsoul I would be. 

“The more you know who you are, and what you want, the less you let thingsupset 
you.” 

― Stephanie Perkins
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HADDAD Eid festival
The Pakistani Cultural Society of 
Tasmania recently hosted a festival to 
celebrate Ed-al-Adha, with hundreds of 
Hobart residents joining in the festivities.
 The festival, held at the 
Hobart City Hall on July 20, included 
multicultural food, entertainment, market 
stalls and fun activities for kids.
Labor Member for Clark, Ella Haddad 
MP, attended the event and said it was a 
fun evening for all. 
 “It was so lovely to join the 
Pakistani Cultural Society of Tasmania 
for their Eid celebrations,” Ms Haddad 
said.
 “The PCST is still a relatively 
new organisation and they are to be 
commended for working so hard to not 
only put on a great festival, that brought 
many multicultural communities together 
to celebrate Eid, but also for providing 
support and advocacy for Pakistani and 
other migrant communities through their 

work.”
 July’s festival followed the Eid-
al-Fitr celebrations hosted at the City Hall 
by the Mosque and Tasmania University 
Union Muslim Association two months 
ago, marking the end of Ramadan. Eid Al 
Adha is a religious holiday held roughly 
two months later, at time when many 
Muslims complete the Hajj pilgrimage.
 “The Eid festivals are important 
days on the Muslim calendar and 
the celebrations were quite special. 
Especially as so many families are still 
separated for long periods of time due to 
COVID-19.
 “I thank the PCST, along with all 
the stall holders and attendees for their 
efforts in creating the festival, and for 
inviting me along to participate in the fun 
festivities!”

Attached photo shows Labor Member 
for Clark Ella Haddad with festival 

HADDAD Guess my accent
 A new Hobart based group is 
connecting people from different cultural 
backgrounds and hosting fun social 
events to encourage friendships and 
promote sharing of culture and language.
 ‘Guess my accent – Hobart 
Language Exchange’ is a volunteer led 
group that hosts social events fortnightly 
on Wednesdays at different Hobart 
venues. 
 Labor Member for Clark, Ella 
Haddad MP, recently met up with the 
organisers of the group and said it was 
clear their hard work, passion and 
dedication had paid off.
 “Thais, Jane and Eveline Souza 
are three awesome young women who 
have settled in Hobart after moving here 
from Brazil. When they moved to Hobart 
and made friends, they noted there was 
nothing like this kind of social group on 
offer here and teamed up to create what 
it is today,” Ms Haddad said. 
 “The group meets up in pubs 
around Hobart fortnightly to have fun, 
meet new people and share conversations 
in languages from all around the globe.”
 Ms Haddad said the main goal 
of the group was to provide a fun, safe, 
social space for people from all cultures 
to connect with each other as well as 
practice and develop their language 
skills. 
 She said everyone is welcome 
to attend the fortnightly get-togethers 
including locals, long term migrants, 
recent arrivals and everyone in between.

 “This group is all about people 
from around the world connecting, 
enjoying language and culture and 
importantly – having fun!
 “Moving to a new country can 

organisers and attendees.  

(Left to Right) Aimen Jafri, Ella Haddad, 

Mustafa Kazmi, Meghna Raut and Adil 
Muhammad.

Contact | 03 62953067 | 0412 416399
info@bussofttas.com.au
www.bussofttas.com.au

 
By law you are required to keep correct business accounting records.

 
But good software also brings business success!

 
Ask us what the easy and low cost options are

be really daunting and isolating. This is 
one group that is making a real difference 
to help connect people and break down 
barriers.
 “I encourage people who may 

be interested in going along to find the 
group on Facebook, they are always on 
the lookout for new members!” https://
www.facebook.com/guessmyaccent 

Attached photo shows Thais Sousa, 
Labor Member for Clark Ella Haddad 
MP, Jane Zitter and Eveline Souza.
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North Hobart

(03) 6236 9500

305 Elizabeth Street, North Hobart

Lunch Mon – Fri from 12pm

Dinner  7 nights  5-10pm 

 

Salamanca

(03) 6224 0400

93 Salamanca Place, Hobart,

Lunch Fri & Sat from 12pm

Dinner  7 nights from 5pm 

Bellerive

(03) 6251 1818

54 Cambridge Road, Bellerive,

Dinner  7 nights from 5pm

Whether it’s big or small, formal or casual, Annapurna can organise in house 

functions or outside catering for your event. We have a variety of set menus to 

choose from or we can tailor a menu to perfectly suit you and your budget.  

We can also cater for vegetarian, vegan, halal and other dietary requirements.

To enquire about spicing up your event with Annapurna 

contact our Manager directly on 0477 116 888
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Phone:      03 6212 
2306 

Address:   1/16 Albert 
Road, Moonah, TAS, 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Phone:  6212 2306    

Email:  josh.willie@parliament.tas.gov.au  

Address:  1/16 Albert Road   Moonah   TAS   7009 

 

““PPrroouuddllyy  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  TTaassmmaanniiaa’’ss      
mmuullttiiccuullttuurraall  ccoommmmuunniittiieess..””  

Afghanistan crisis hits home

Intercultural Sports League said “ they 
are delighted to announce  Yanziee 
Sherpa as Coordinator of Women’s 
Cricket -ICSL, and will be heading ICSL 
Women’s Team -Tassie Superstars into 
their first season.  

Yanziee is passionate and excited to lead 
and create history by leading the FIRST 
EVER multicultural women’s team in 
SCA Competition in Tasmania. 

We are very grateful to have Glenorchy 
Cricket Club Womens Cricket Director 
Meegan & Simon Stebbings -Operation 
Director to provide support with coaching 
, pathways , training for our new team.

ICSL Women’s Team - Tassie Superstars 

23 August 2021 

Around 50 Afghans living in Tasmania 
on temporary humanitarian visas are 
living with the  fear of being required to 
return to Afghanistan under Taliban rule. 

The Minister for Immigration, 
Citizenship, Migrant Services and 
Multicultural Affairs, the  Hon Alex 
Hawke MP, has stated that no Afghan 
visa holder currently in Australia will 
be required to return “while the security 
situation there remains dire”:  
h t tps : / /minis ter.homeaffa i rs .gov.
au/AlexHawke/Pages/afghanistan-
statement.aspx. 

“The promise of no returns while the 
situation ‘remains dire’ is vague and 
leaves Afghans  living in Tasmania in 
limbo,” said Mr Datta Mahambrey, Chair 
of the Multicultural Council of  Tasmania 
(MCOT). 

“Requiring Afghans living in Tasmania 
to ‘live in limbo’ discourages their full 
immersion into  the social and economic 
life of Tasmania. This inhibits social 
cohesion. It hurts us all.” 

“With no reasonable prospect of a 
near-term overthrow of the Taliban, 
all Afghans living in  Tasmania on 
temporary visas should be provided with 

So If you are interested to have fun and 
play cricket this summer contact us 
via Facebook as we are now recruiting 
Superstars.”

permanent visas.” 

The great majority of the roughly 500 
Afghans living in Tasmania are Hazaras, 
a large ethnic  group in Afghanistan 
that has been subject to long-standing 
persecution. The majority have  
permanent visas and a number have 
achieved citizenship. However, around 
50 of these  Afghans living in Tasmania 
are on temporary protection visas, safe 
haven enterprise visas,  and associated 
bridging visas: the visas granted to 
asylum seekers who arrived in Australia  
without a valid visa, such as by boat. 
Minister Hawke has restated that “those 
who travel  illegally to Australia by boat 

will not permanently settle in Australia”:  
https://minister.homeaffairs.gov.au/
AlexHawke/Pages/3000-humanitarian-
places-for afghanistan.aspx. 

Hundreds of Tasmanians joined the 
Hazara communities of Hobart and 
Launceston for a  rally outside Parliament 
House on Saturday, live-streamed by 
MCOT here:  https://www.facebook.
com/watch/live/?v=379485177110799&
ref=watch_permalink. 
MCOT has also helped organise 
meetings between the Tasmanian Hazara 
community and  the Deputy Premier and 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier. 

Contact: Mr Datta Mahambrey Chair 
0435 130 115
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Diverse Tassie reaches more than 5000 homes across 

Tasmania in major communities such as Hobart, 
Glenorchy and Launceston. 

Strengthen your ties in these communities, while 
supporting our free hyper-local newspaper, with your 

advertisements. Our paper is delivered to the community 
though local community outlets, such as cafes, libraries, 

council buildings and more. 

  Introductory advertisement deals include:

 

*All prices are full colour, inclusive of GST and are per placement. 
Other size options are available upon request at $2 per column cm.

Please email your advertisement enquiries to 
advertising@diversetassie.com.au 

- Small (full colour) - $32 for 1 placement on 2 editions*
- Square (full colour) - $60  for 1 placement on 2 
editions*
- Strip Banner (full colour) - $84 for 1 placement on 2 
editions*
- Quarter Page (full colour) - $152 for 1 placement on 2 
editions*
- Half Page (full colour) - $266 for 1 placement on 2 
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- Full Page (full colour) - $532 for 1 placement on 2 
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